About Japanese

The Japanese method of writing and printing consists
principally of more than 5000 Kaniji ideographs (symbols
based on Chinese characters), and two sets of phonetic
symbols, Katakana and Hiragana. Each Kanji symbol has a
meaning.

Katakana and Hiragana signs are phonetic: Katakana signs
are angular, and predominantly used to transliterate foreign
names and foreign words that have been taken into the
Japanese language; Hiragana signs have cursive outlines
and are used wherever neither Kanji nor Katakana is
applicable.

Traditionally, Japanese texts read vertically from top to
bottom. Today, major reading materials (e.g. newspapers,
magazines, literature and even comics) still follow the
tradition. However, it is now also very common for a wide
range of literature, particularly brochures, manuals,
correspondence and business documents, to read
horizontally, from left to right, in the same way as English
texts.

Our Rodin and Matisse fonts are stylish and good-looking,
and are widely preferred in Japan.
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